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My most recent areas of focus and interest is in focusing on metropolitan communities, working with decision makers on policy level 
issues.  My academic training is related to peri-urban agricultural systems, growing for farmers market and CSA distribution.

Dr. Brad Gaolach is an Associate Professor, Washington State University Extension working on community sustainability in Washington’s metropolitan communities. He is the 
founding director for both WSU’s Metropolitan Center for Applied Research & Extension (MetroCenter.WSU.edu) and the Western Center for Metropolitan Research and Extension 
(www.metroextension.wsu).   
 
Prior to his current appointment, he served as the County Director for the two most populous counties in Washington State. Trained as population and community ecologist, he brings 
systems and sustainability based approaches to community-based applied research and education programs. He has conducted applied research and developed extension programs 
ranging from water quality, climate change, agriculture, food systems, and community and economic development. Since joining WSU Extension in 2001, Dr. Gaolach has 
emphasized collaboration amongst the assets of WSU and community-based partners. 
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Promoting Urban Food, Energy and Water Resource Resilience via the Regional Food System: 
Urban areas are major consumers of food, energy, and water (FEW). While the water and energy generally originate within an immediate geographic region, 
the food may be sourced globally. The Washington State University Metro Food Energy Water Seed Grant Research Team seeks to understand how food, 
energy, and water are interdependent in the context of changing environmental pressures and policies, using the Seattle metropolitan area as a case study. 
  
Current Research 
•         Synthesizing data from interviews with 27 stakeholders from across western Washington who are working on issues related to food, agriculture, land 
use planning, and energy and water resource management. 
•         Developing a conceptual model to link regional food demand and supply across geographic scales with regional food trade, pricing and how water, 
land, energy, and labor interact with agricultural production systems. 




