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Thushara Gunda is part of the research staff at Sandia National Laboratories. She holds a PhD in Environmental Engineering from Vanderbilt 
University. A recipient of the NSF graduate research fellowship, Dr. Gunda’s doctoral work used an interdisciplinary, data-drive approach to 
contribute to an increased understanding of policy tradeoffs associated with the water, energy, and food nexus in Sri Lanka. Her current 
research focuses on understanding natural and social drivers of water security in US states and evaluating the role of policy on efficient use 
of resources. Her research has been published in multiple journals including the International Journal of Climatology and Environmental 
Research Letters. She holds a B.Sc. and B.A. in Environmental Sciences and Environmental Thought & Practice respectively from University 
of Virginia.
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