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Title 
Pollution risk of heavy metals and organic pollutants to soils and crops after sewage sludge land application 
Abstract 
The number and total capacity of municipal wastewater treatment plants in China have increased very rapidly in the past 20 
years, and more than 35,000,000 t of sewage sludge (with a water content of 80 %) was produced in 2016. Applying sewage 
sludge to land after treatment (initially treated by composting ) has been seen as a practical way of disposing of the sewage 
sludge produced in China, and it has until now been the preferred disposal method . However, environmental awareness is 
increasing, and this has led to a great deal of attention being paid to the risks involved in reusing sewage sludge, especially 
the risks posed by heavy metals and organic pollutants in the sewage sludge.




